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1 - STATEMENTS

As far as the construction of simple statements is concerned, there are
few differences between French and English.
Ex.. Pierre est francais. Pierre is French,
Il habite a Paris. He lives in Paris.
OFf course the structures can be more complex and this grammar sum-
mary will help you to construct them.

2 - NEGATIVE STATEMENTS

—
"

Negative statements are formed with ne ... pas on either side of the
verb. L . e
e

Ex.: Je ne fume pas.
Ce nest pas” difficile. It isn't difficult. 4 DY

* n° ... pas is used when the verb starts with a vowel or b,

Ne/n’ ../rien,/ ne/n’ ... lus, ne/n’ ...(Jamais
not cmy@';;;/ HO wore/n er never,
are used in the same way.
Ex.: Je n'achete rien. I don’t buy anything.
Nous ne travaillons plus.  We no longer work.
Ils ne sortent jamais. They never go oul.

3 - QUESTIONS

In a question the intonation is always rising.
To turn a statement into a question:

1. You may simply modify the intonation of the statement without
changing the structurce (sce lesson 3, A3).
Ex.: Tu chantes ? Do you sing?

2 (Est-ce quejcan be placed at the beginning of the statement.
Ex.: —Ce que tu chantes ? Are you singing?
Est-ce que c’est cher ? Is it expensive?

3 When the subject is a pronoun, the subject and the verb can be
inverted (mostly with: vous, il, elle, ils, elles).
Ex.: Chantez-vous ? Are you singing?

Prennent-ils le train ? Do they take the train?

When the verb is inverted, itis joined to the pronoun by a hyphen.
Ex.: Parlez-vous frangais ? Do you speak French?
1f the verb ends with a vowel, tis introduced between the verb and
il or elle.

Ex.: Parle-t-elle frangais ? Does she speak French?
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4. Inmore ele nt French, you can find both a subject and a pronoun
which recalls it following the verbal form -
subject + verbal form + pronoun + ,,,
Ex.: Pierre va-t-il parler ?
Is Pierre going 10 speak ?
Ta sceur vient-elle demain ?
Is your sister coming lomorrow ?

4 - NOUNS

B GENDER -

® All nouns in French are either masculine or feminine. For persons
or animals this corresponds to male or female,

® For things or concepts, there is no real rule; for instance, trains are
masculine and cars are feminine: it is therefore best to learn the
gender when you learn the word. In this book, (masc.) or (fem.),
after the noun, indicate the gender. This will help you to memo-
rize the noun with an article. For nouns indicating persons or
animals, the feminine can be formed:
L. by adding{e fo the masculine.
Ex.: ami - amie (the pronunciation doesn’t change);
client - cliente, candidat - candidate (the final conso-
_nant is heard);
chat - chatte (the final consonant is doubled and heard};
2. by changing the ending.
Ex.. directeur)- directrice
chanteunr - chanteuse

manager
singer
® Some nouns remain the same in the masculine and the feminine.
Ex.: secréraire, journaliste, artiste.
secrelary, journalist, artist.
® Some are completely different,
Ex: homme - femme
mari - femme
frére - sceur

man - woman
busband - wife
brother - sister

B NUMBER

\‘\
® The plural of nouns is generally formed by adding{:s)_tb the singular
un ami - des amis - une amie - des amies,
a friend - friends
un livre - des livres
a book - bagks

® For most nouns ending with | (eufx is added instead of s.

Ex.: un oiseau - des oisca cveu - des chevenx

a bird - birds a bair - bairs

'® TFor most nouns ending with al -r(a_il/phe ending changes in[oéu:k/
in the plural.
Ex.: un cheval - des chevaux
un travail - des travaux
® Nouns ending with s, Z, and x in the singular do not change in the
plural.
Ex: un nez - des nez
un repas - des repas
un prix - des prix
® Generally family names do not change in the plural.
Ex.: les Lenoir, les Martin.

a borse - horses
work - works

a nose - noses
a meal - meals
a price - prices

+5 - ARTICLES

In French the article agrees in gender and number with the noun it
.accompanies.

@ DEFINITE AND INDEFINITE Al_{‘..I'lg]..ES _

{22 bl

Remember that it is practically impossible to use a noun alone 1r11 Prfn;?[;;
an article (or a partitive, possessive, demonstrative, numeral, ctc.
almost always necessary.

B \PARTITIVE ARTICLES ; . s
Thc partitive construction requires: de + the appropriate singular
definite article:

the plural, only one possibility : R 1
et des légllmes ., pas dd‘: lcgmt);cs
des enfants pas d'enfan

In English the partitive article is often omit:es:l; in Frc;ch it must
always be expressed. Ex.: Nous avons dp vin et de I'eau.
We bave got wine and water.
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6 - NUMBER AND QUANTITY

e To_ask a question about eitt -,,:L{mmber Or a quantity, the interio
gative word is: combien(de/d] how many / bow much ?
Ew = — .‘i.. ..

gy,

Countable nouns
) ——
For a large number For a small number
_beaucm_ap de/d’ + plur. peu de/d’ + plur. few
a loi of many ‘@
Non-countable nouns
For a large quantity For a small quantiry
beaucoup de/d’ + sing. peu de/d’, un peude/d’ + sing
a lot of, much little, a little %

A subjective judgment about a number or a quantity can be

expressed by .
I Grop et
j__tu [ g‘%:z.. de/d’ enough
R (Pas assez de/d’  not enough

Ex. beaucoup d’amis, peu d’amis, quelques amis, beau-

coup de courage, peu de courage, pas assez de¢
courage.

too many, too much

7 - ADJECTIVES

B AGREEMENT & G

e PPN ; . Y £ o % : ' .
Thc adjective alwavs agrees in gender and number with the noun
1T accompanics,
Ex.: un hiver froid, une nuit froide
a cold winter, a cold night
des hivers froids, des nuits froides
cold winters, cold nights
% :

\x henan gdjccti\«'c_l‘cll'rs to several nouns, and at least one of them
is masculine, the form of the adjective is masculine plural.

B FEMININE

To form a feminine adiecti sud
el wdjective, the usual rule is.to add e to the
Ex.. joli - jolie pretty
bleu - bleue blue
(The pronunciation doesn't change.)
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ucs + plur.  a few, some

When the masculine adjective ends with an e there is no change
in the feminine.
Ex.: jeume young
moderne: modern

When the masculine adjective ends with a consonant which is not
heard, the rule applies and the final consonant is then heard, the e
is glided aver,
Ex.: grand - grande
intelligent - intelligente

big, great
intelligent

If the final consonant is an x, it generally turns into se in the
feminin
Ex.:

3 .
joyeux - joyeuse N merry
délicieux - délicicuse delicious

(But doux - douce soft, mild.)

If the final consonant is an £it generally turns into ve in the femi-
nine.
Ex.:. if - vive 3 bright

euf - neuve new

Other minor changes of spelling (ex.: final consonant doubled in
gentil - gentille) are systematically indicated when a new adjec-
tive appears in the lessons.

Here are some adjectives with a particular feminine form:

eau - belle beautiful
nouveau - nouvelle new
vieux - vieille old

PLURAL

To form the plural of an adjective, the usual rule is to add s to the
singular, whether masculine or feminine.

Ex.: joli - jolis pretty
jolic - jolies pretiy
triste - tristes sad

{(Remember that the final consonant is not heard.)

Adjectives ending with eau in the singular add x instead of s in the
plural.
Ex.: beau - beaux beautiful
Nnouveau - NOUVeaux new

Adjectives cnding with s or x in the singular do not change in the
plural.
Ex.: gris - gris grey
| vieux - vieux old
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B PLACE

Most adjectives are placed after the noun they accompany.
However some short, commonly used adjectives are placed before the
noun. Here are the most frequently met :

masc. fem.
bon bonne good
‘\ cher cheére dear
grand grande tall, big great
jeune jeune young
joli jolie pretty
long longue long
mauvais mauvaise bad
petit petite litile
vieux/vieil vieille old
\ nouveau nouvelle new
8 - ADVERBS

Most adverbs are formed by adding ment (o the feminine adjective

Ex.: masc. sing. fem. sing. adverb
lent (siow) lente lentement (slowiy)
rapide (fust) rapide \l\ rapidement (fusi)

But not all adverbs end in ment, especially adverbs of;

LA, 4,

time: éou-vent +H-1- often a’l‘l
[ maintenant ",
- ~ patfois - “Sometimes
place : ; ici 2 bere
a there
" loin {7 RES far
and bien well
mal badiy

All adverbs are invariable.

B PLACE

Adverbs are usually placed after the verb they modify.

Ex.: Elle parle lentement.
She speaks slowly.
Ils viennent souvent.
They often come.
Tu danses bien,
You dance well,

|
9 - COMPARATIVES AND SUPERLATIVES

B COMPARATIVES
with adjectives and adverbs the comparative form is as follows:

+ plus adjectivefadverb que!qu: '
=: ANESE sl i queiqu,
= OIS ' i s e que/qu

Ex.: Pierre est plus jeune que Louis.
Pierre is younger than Louis.

Il est plus intelligent que Lm_lis.
He is more intelligent than Louis.
Anne est aussi jolie gu'Hélene.
Anne is as pretly as Hélene.
Louis est moins riche que Pierre.
Louis is less vich than Fierre.
The pronoun after que/qu’ must be a strong pronoun: moi, toi, lui,
elle, eux.
Ex.. Pierre estplus petit que moi. Pierve is smaller than me.

With nouns the comparative form is as follows:

+ plus de/d’ + noun
= autant QBT N i e R e
- moins deld: | . i anesn e et

Ex.: plus d’argent, autant d’argent, moins d’argent
more money, as much money, less mongy.

B SUPERLATIVES

The superlative is formed by placing:

le, 1a, les plus... the most
le, 1a, les moins... the least
before the adjective.
.~ Ex.: C'est la plus intelligente.

She is the most intelligent,
C’est le plus drole.
He is the funniest.
Ce livre est le moins cher.
This book is the leasi expensive.

After a superlative, the complement is introduced by de or the con-
tracted form du.
Ex.: le plus grand immeuble de la ville.
the tallest building in town.
la plus belle fille du monde.
the most beantiful girl in the world




s AR Ve AN D ST R REATIVES Ceci s the French equivalent of this used alone.

bon (good): \Cela is the French equivalent of that used alone. @ =
meillear (masc. sg.) ... que, meilleure (fem. sg.) ... que i colloquial French cela is frequently contracted ta_¢a.
meilleurs (masc. pl.) ... que, meilleures (fem. pl) ... que s S a. 1 don't like thal (it).
= hetter than... Ex: Je n'aime pas celai;‘
le, 1a, les meilleur(e)(s) = the best...
bien (well): mieux que = beller... than 2, = (g
le mieux = the best = =
. ("_'-_-—-_.-—_‘-__‘
mauvais (bad): pire que = worse than (both masc. and fen) S
le pire = the worst \\
: 11 - POSSESSION N

In French, possession is generally expressed with the prcposit}(de \
followed by the name of the possessor. \,\_/
There is no form corresponding to the possessive case.
Ex.: la voiture de Pierre Peter’s car
i le sac de la secrétaire the secretary’s bag
t », « the bag of the secretary »

10 - DEMONSTRATIVES

L DIFERIVES It is comparable to « the car of Pete

A qui ? js the cquivalent of whose ? i
A s fi 7 (literally:
: st la voiture ? Whose car is it? ( 3
SE to whom is the car?)

Whose clothes are they?

A qui sont ces vétements ?

Ex.: ce garcon this (that) boy 5 : . i ui.
cette femme this (that) woman \ Btre 2 is commonly used to;answcr 4 question startlrl'g ?&fth G
ces amis these (those) friends Tx.. A qui estcelivre? Whose book ts it/

It is Peter’s.

Ce becomes cet before a vowel or h: cet ami, cet homme. 11 est a Pierre.

——

B POSSESSIVE AD]‘ECTIVES
The French possessive adjective agrees in gen

B PRONOUNS

The demonstrative pronoun agrees in gender and number with the noun e and uber with

it refers to:

; it acce nies:

(masc. sg.) celui (fem. sg.) celle the noun. it gwumpa

(masc. pl.) ceux (fem. pl.) celles " masc.
-¢i can be added to the pronoun

celui-ci  celle-ci ihis (one)

ceux-ci celles-ci these fones)
-la can be added to the pronoun

celni-1a celle-la thet (ome)

ceux-la celles-1a those (ones)
Ex.:
Est-ce que vous utilisez un ordinateur ? Oui, celui-ci. ma. ta, sa change into mon, ton, son when preceding 2 vowel or h.
Are you using a computer? Yes, this one. s \ istoi my friend, hbis/ber story
Est-ce que vous avez une voiture ? Oui, C’est celle-ci. Ex.. mon amie, son histoire o : X
Have you got a car? Yes, i 5 this one. (amie, histoire are feminine nouns.)
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B POSSESSIVE PR :
; FEOROUD Ex.: Omn vient. Someone Is COMing.

On a ouyert un pouveau musée.
A new museum bas been opened.

colloquial French on is often used instead of nous.
On parta 5 heures. We are leaving at 5 o'clock,

Remember Eha@;lg? somebody, anybody personne /=
nobody are indefinite nal pronouns.

R ek :
efinite personal pronouns used as indirect

En and y can be ind

objects.
Ex.. Il parle de sa femme, il en parle.

He speaks about ber.

1l pense a son avenir, il y pense.

He thinks of il.

Ftes
PLACE AND ORDER

Ce livre est 2 elle ; C’est le sien
v ae > It is hers.

ges lwtcs sont 2 elle ; ce sont les siens. They are hers.
e livre est 4 nous ; ¢’est le ndtre. It is ours. I

Ces livres sont 2 nous ; ce sont les noétres.  They are ours.

12 - PERSONAL PRONOUNS a
B,

Je te le donne, nousde Tui

[ give it to you, we give fto him/h

For the order with the imperative sec lesson 39, B1, B3,

x

nnons, elles vous les donnent
er/it, they give them [0 you

=

masculine or femini

¢, singular or plural

qui and que may refer toa

rsons or things. Ex.:

noun, Both may refer to pe
fcoute ’homme qui parle.
L’homme que vous VOyez est
anglais.”
Donne-mo
On estle livre qu

- o Listen to the man who is speaking.
Remember that tu/te/toi arc used for a child, a person you know very

well, a relativ a- £ ) :
JHC Disp i The man you see is English.

Cive me the boak which is there.
Where is the book Anne wds
reading?

Look what is bere.

Look whal I've 8oL

cannot be omitted in French.

* sels’ is a reflexive pronoun. i le livre qui est 2.
Ex.. Ilse lave.  He washes (bimself). slisait 1

¥t T :
l (Tn 1? an lmpersgna] pronoun used when the subject is unknown or
3 1_(.‘:; the ap_ca}cer is more interested in what isfwas done than in who
oes/did it ; it is therefore a frequent equivalent of the English passive.

# Remembcr't It que/qu’

260
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14 {/INT'BRROGATIVE WORDS /

B ADJECTIVES \//

e Remember that, in French, adjectives always agree with the noun
they accompany.

uel livre lis-tu ?

s livres lis-tu ?

Quelle voiture préféres-tu ?
Avec quelles amies pars-tu ?

Which book are you reading?
Which books are you reading?
Which car do you prefer?

Which friends are you going with/

B PRONOUNS

Ex.:

Qui est-ce 7

Qui est-ce qui parle ?

Qui regardent-ils ?

gui est-ce que tu préferes ?
quoi est-ce que vous pensez ?

Que manges-tu ? |2

Qu’est-ce que tu manges ?

Who is it?

Who is talking ?

Who are they looking at?
Who(m) do you prefer?

What are you thinking about?

What are you eating?

® The interrogative pronoun corresponding to quel is lequel, it also
agrees in gender and rumber with the noun it refers to.
masc. sing. lequel fem. sing. laquelle
masc. plur. lesquels fem, plur. lesquelles
Ex.. Lequel préféres-tu ? Which one do you prefer?
Lesquelles prél’é;:es-tu ?  Which Oites do you prefer?

fot — . - . {

m ADvERBS QUEL LS (JUel- -
combicn ? bow much, bow many ?
comment ? bow?
on ? where?
pourquoi ? why?
quand ? when?

._egutar French verbs belong to:

3 . [ 4
the 1st_group ending in er: par /—
the 2nd group ending in ir:{ﬂ:yf; o
the 3rd_group: other endings: pondre;)cntendtc, ouvrir.

v jugation.
Verbs of the same group have the same conjuga :
| In French, the endings of verbs vary according to the subject,

‘@ Présent - Presenl tense

i

 The French présent corresponds o the English simple present 4s well
as to the progressive present.

e [mpératif - Imperative .
Only 3 persons, no subject (see lessons 1 and 2).
Ex.: parle, parlons, parlez.

B TO REFER TO A PAST EVENT

o imparfait - Imperfect
A past tense used 10 €Xpress what was:

happen.
{?ls?g?mcd by dropping the ending ons of the 1st person plural

of the present tense and adding: / -:iiz i)
-ait

: / -ions

\ Catent

‘.

taking place or what used

to the stem.
Ex.: je marchais, tu finissais, nous prenions.

It is the same for all verbs, cxcept étre.,

\W\S‘M

—
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® Passé composé

It corresponds to the English simple past as well as to the English
present perfect. For most verbs it is formed with the present tense ol
avoir + past participle

Ex.: Il a travaillé hier. He worked yesterday.
Il n’a jamais travaillé.” He bas never worked.

* In compound tenses, the negation is placed on either side of e
auxiliary.

® lor some verbs (see list in lesson 25, C2) the passé composé is
formed with
_ €tre + past participle
Ex.: Il est resté, il est part.
With this auxiliary, the past participle aprees with the subject,
Ex.: Elle est restée, elle est partie.
.® Plus-que-parfait - Pluperfect
It is formed like the passé composé with
imperfect of €tre or avoir + past participle
The plus-que-parfait is the same in usage as the pluperfect in
English.
Ex.: Il avait fini quand elle a appelé.
He had finisbed when she called.
Nous €tions partis quand vous étes arrivés.
We had left when you arrived.
As for the passé composé, the past participle agrees with the subject
when the auxiliary is étre.
The endings of the past participles are:
€ for all the verbs in er  (parler - parlé)
i for most verbs in - ir  (finir - fini)
u for most verbs in  eir or re (voir - vu, entendre - entendu)
But some verbs are irrepular.

B MAIN IRREGULAR PAST PARTICIPLES

aller — all¢ dormir — dormi plaire = plu

apprendre — appris éerire — carit pleuvoir — plu
asseoir (s") — assis entendre — entendu | pouveir — pu
attendre — attendu étre — &té prendre — pris

avoir — cu faire — fait recevoir — recu
boire — bu falloir — fallu répondre — répondu
choisir — choisi finir — fini réussir — réussi

comprendre — compris| interdire — interdit | rire — i
conduire — conduit lire — Iu savoir — su
connaitre — connu mettre — mis sentir — senti

construire — construit |mourir — mort
croire — cru offrir — offert
découvrir — découvert | ouvrir — ouvert
devenir — deveny partir — parti
devoir — di perdre — perdu
dire — dit permettre — permis

sortir — sorti
vendre — vendu
venir — venu
vivre — vécu
voir — vu
vouloir — voulu

E TO EXPRESS A FUTURE ACTION

e Aller + infinitive.
It is the equivalent of o be going to + infinitive.
Ex. Je vais acheter une nouvelle voiture.
ani going fo buy a new car.

® Futur - Future i

“tion is infinitive +/ -ai
[ts construction 1v."____'____ el \
-4 |
|-ons |
|-ez |

| -ont
Ex.: Je sortirai, tu patleras;
When the infinitive ends in re, the e is drapped.

Ex.. conduire - je conduirai. 7'V rffrz'z'e.
prendre - tu prendras.  you'll take.

jouera, nous finirons.

e The futur antérieur is used for a future action preceding another
future action (see lesson 39),
Ex.. Des quil sera parti, quelqu’un prendra sa place.
As soon as he leaves, someone will take his place.

1t is formed with ;
&tre or avoir in the future + past participle.

~

e Conditionnel - Conditional s
The conditional is formed with the infinitive t -ais

— [ -ais
| -adt \
\ -ions |
\ -iez /
‘-aient
Ex.: Il parlerait, nous dormirions. o {

® When the infinitive ends with an e, it is dropped in the conditional,

je lirais
je prendrais

Ex.: lire
prendre

® The present tense of the conditional is used when the condition
is expressed in the imparfait.
si/fs’ + subordinate clause + main clause
Ex.. Sivous veniez 2 midi, nous déjeunerions ensemble.
If you came at noon, we would bave lunch together,
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e Pprésent du subjonctif o @ 2nd GROUP - Finir (70 [ inish)

1st and 3rd group 2nd group
€ ., isse
cs isses
| isse
stem + stem + | goo

issiez

Ex.. Que § parliez, que tu finisses, qu’ils entendent.

1t is mainly used after  vouloir que/qu’ (o wani someone Lo
il faut que/qu’ it is necessary that

after conjunctions such as

avant que/qu’ before
en attendant guefqu’ il
pour que/qu’ S0 that
bien que/qu’ though

and to express an idea of doubt, wish ot regret (see lessons 38, 39, 40).

Ex.: Je veux que yous veniez. I want you to come.
11 faut que vous partiez. You bave o go.

R

16 - CONJUGATIONS

B st GROUP - Aimer (70 love)

B 3rd GROUP - Ouvrir (To open)




e Avoir (70 | :
ol (To bave) W i e Boire (70 drink)




B IRREGULAR VERBS (continuation)
® Connaitre (70 know)

® Devoir (Must - Hape to)




*

B IRREGULAR VERBS (continuation)
o Faire (To do - To make)

n - To be able 10)

¢ Pouvoir (Ca

s Mettre (70 put) prendse (70 iake)



~* Savoir (To know)

Vivre (7o live)




B IRREGULAR VERBS (continuatibn)
- Vouloir (7o want)

8

or obligation)

° Pleuvoir (To rain)

| 22
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